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Welcome to all our readers and in particular, 

our new Members and Friends of NACC.  
 

The Club has had an unsettling start to 2025 with the 

release of the City of Prospect PLP plans for the future of 

the site NACC occupies, and the surrounding area. 
 

The council had been planning a public consultation 

process looking at 3 options, none of which retained our 

Club in a viable form, but thanks to the sterling efforts of 

our President, Gayle Searle in presenting a Deputation at a 

Council meeting, the Public Consultation documents were 

circulated with a fourth Option included. The Public 

consultation period has now closed off and we will report 

on the results when the Council releases them. 

The presentation Gayle delivered involved many hours of 

work by Gayle and our Vice President Chris, along with a 

diligent Committee, and our passionate Members who 

filled the Gallery on the night of that meeting added weight 

to Gayle’s Deputation. 

Pulling together as a club, each contributing where we can, 

is the best chance we have of keeping the great facility that 

is NACC, so bravo all, and don’t give up! 

 

Cheers, Ann Gill 



 

 

Recent Competitions               (Report by Roger Harris) 
 
GC Bronze Medal (8-10 February): 

 Winner Gayle Searle (5 games) 

 Runner-up Hilary Thomas (3 games) 
 

Victor Harbor AC Tournament (23-28 February): 
              Doubles (on Sunday 23/2/25) 

 Russell Kopp – won Group 1 Doubles (of 4 pairs) with Mark Kobelt (Tumby 
Bay) – winning all 3 games. 
 

               Singles (over the 5 weekdays 24-28/2/25) 

 Roger Harris – runner-up (of 8 players in Group 4) – with Linda Kinch each 
winning 5 of 7 games, but less hoops – losing both games by one hoop each 
time. 

 Russell Kopp – 7th in the Singles (of 8 players in Group 1). 

 
AC Handicap Doubles (18-19 March): 
     Of six pairs competing … 

 Greg Rowberry and Norma Greig came first with 5 wins 

 Russell Kopp and Roger Harris came second with 3 wins 
 

AC National Championships 
These National Championships were held in Adelaide recently, with North 
Adelaide one of the key venues because of our four lawns and large 
clubhouse.  On Friday 7 March,  NACC was invited to host the Official Welcome 
for all SA and interstate competitors.  Over 100 people attended this very 
successful event, including the Mayor of Prospect and SACA administrators. The 
Championships consisted of three tournaments: 
 
5-7 March:  AC Gold Medal  (the top player from each State) 
NACC was not involved as a venue, as this was played at Hutt Road – Simon 
Hockey, our SA representative from Jamestown, won this event. 
 
8-11 March:  AC Men’s and Women’s Singles 
At five venues across Adelaide: North Adelaide, Glenunga, Norwood, Millswood, 
Hyde Park clubs, 64 local and interstate players competed in a knockout format – 
two SA players competed in the final, with Dwayne McCormick defeating Simon 
Hockey over 5 games. 
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12-16 March:   Eire Cup (State against State, teams of 4 women and 4 men) 
This team event was won by Victoria, with NSW runner-up. Matches were played 
at North Adelaide, Norwood and SA Croquet HQ/South Terrace croquet clubs.  
 
As co-Venue Manager, I sincerely thank all of you from NACC who assisted in the 
successful conduct of this tournament at our NA Croquet Club.   Daily we received 
compliments from the competitors, referees and onlookers regarding the 
standard of our lawns, hoop setting, catering, scoring and management in 
general, so a huge pat on the back for all of you!!! A job well done!!!   
 
Among other things in my report to the Tournament Committee, I wrote: 
The volunteers at North Adelaide Croquet Club were superb. Most things went 
very smoothly. The team responsible for grounds and hoop-setting had to arrive 
at the venue very early every day for 10 days … and were praised by referees and 
players for their work. Their commitment was all the more commendable as our 
main person on grounds, William Pennino, contracted Covid the first day, 
naturally could not appear on any of the subsequent days and others had to step 
up.  Likewise, the catering team, under the direction of Barbara Stanley and Mary 
Abbott, provided continual home-cooked ‘grazing’ food and made up each day the 
lunch orders without incident.  I was especially thankful to Janet Willshire for 
joining me in the role of co-Venue Manager, as her experience of having done it 
before was extremely valuable. 
Overall, it was a huge commitment by a few, given the very small AC team at our 
Club – the workload, though not unexpected, nevertheless was experienced very 
heavily by the end and we were all exhausted, especially after the extreme heat of 
the Saturday! 
 
Peter Martyniuk, one of the Tournament Committee, wrote: 

Congratulations for a job well done and thank you for all of your hard work 
during the last couple of weeks, depending on the events hosted at your 
venue.  Please pass on my sincere congratulations to each venue team 
member (catering, lawns, hoop setting, scoring, data entry etc.) who help at 
each of your individual clubs. 

 
Roger Harris 
AC Captain, NACC 
 

Editor’s Note : Thankyou Roger for your great efforts in representing NACC 

during these national titles, and for your excellent coverage of results and 

positive feedback to our members. 
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Greg Hill of Victoria, and no, he has not fallen but is showing his agility in 

sizing up his peel! And as you can see below, voila, he is vertical again!  

 

Editor’s whim :  A tale to tickle your funnybone   
Annoyed with her mother, a teenage girl decided to prank her to get some attention.  She 
wrote a note saying “I have run away – don’t bother trying to find me”, put it on her desk, 
and hid under her bed to catch her mum’s reaction. 
The mother comes home , sees the note on the desk, and immediately pulls out her phone 
to call her husband. “Good news honey, we don’t have to send her off to college and 
spend all that money … she left on her own!” 
The daughter waits for her mum to leave the room and then bursts into tears. She climbs 
out from under the bed and sees a note taped to the door. The note reads “I can see the 
light of your phone from under the bed. I’m making dinner, it will be ready in 30.”  
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  Thankyou to Roger & 

  Robin for these snaps 

  of the action taken at 

   NACC during the 

 National Championships 
   (The competitors and organisers 
     displayed incredible stamina in 
      temperatures exceeding 40 c) 
 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 
 

SA Bronze Medal 2025                      (Report by Jim Carter) 
The SA Bronze Medal Tournament for 9+ players was scheduled to be played over 
three days from Saturday 8 February to Monday 10 February 202.  The event was 
managed by the North Adelaide Croquet Club and consisted of 9 players from the 
Millswood, North Adelaide, Brighton, Norwood and Coromandel Valley Clubs. 
The warm weather became challenging in the preceding week with very hot weather 
forecasted for the three days.  The SACA Weather Policy came into force in order to 
maintain the health and safety of all persons present during the event and at one 
point it was considered that the tournament might have to be cancelled and 
rescheduled.  However, at the last moment, the weather changed and the event 
proceeded with no further weather issues and cancellations. 
At the end of the round robin on Sunday, four players – Gayle Searle, Hilary Thomas, 
Denis Ragenovich and Collen Baumanis - proceeded to the semi-finals.  After hard 
fought wins, Gayle Searle and Hilary Thomas proceeded to the final to make it an all 
North Adelaide singles grand final with Gayle Searle eventually winning the final 5 
games to 3 games.  Well done to both grand finalists and to all players who 
represented their clubs in good spirits. 
A big thank you to all the referees (David Stumm, Ansi Baumanis, Ann Woodhouse, 
Kim Millhouse, Karen Magee, John Arney and David Wise) who volunteered their time 
to ensure the success of the event.  A thank you also to Kim Millhouse for his pre-
tournament work and guidance and to the North Adelaide Croquet Club members 
(William Pennino, Norma Greig, Karen Tierney and Jon Kirwan) who volunteered their 
time and skills to ensure that the tournament ran smoothly. 

 

Jim Carter – Event Manager, North Adelaide Croquet Club 



 

   Harris History Hub 
A couple of champion croquet players from Melbourne paid an interesting visit to 
the Fitzroy Croquet Club [one of our two predecessor clubs] in August 1922. Mr. and 
Mrs. C. J Miller were in Adelaide for the first time, and highlighted the dearth of 
males playing croquet in Adelaide. At afternoon tea after the usual thanks and 
cordial comments from the President and Secretary of the Cub and Mr. T. Stephens, 
President of the SACA, Mr. Miller responded: 
… They came as strangers to Adelaide but were accorded a warm welcome by 
members of the croquet fraternity, and now were trying to arrange to extend their 
visit for another week. One thing had disappointed them, and that was that so few 
men played croquet in Adelaide. It was a game of skill, taken up with enthusiasm by 
men as well as women players in Melbourne, and those who considered it a 
'woman's' game were mistaken.1 [my italics] 
It was a revealing observation. 
A decade later, significantly a croquet contest for men only was held on 9 April 1932 
at the Fitzroy Croquet Club, believed to be the first of its kind in South Australia. It 
was in conjunction with the club’s open tournament, held as usual by the women of 
the club. The singles handicap for men only was being organised so that husbands 
could join their wives in the game. Men had previously played in women's croquet 
games in South Australia, but never before in a contest among themselves. Six men 
entered. The press report contained Mr. C.E. Moore’s insight into the game of 
[association] croquet as well as his reason why so few men (in SA) were playing the 
game: 
Entries for the handicap have been received from Messrs. C. E. Moore, B. Castles, H. 
H. Cartledge, J. Watson, Harrington and V. Pedler. And to prove that croquet is not 
merely a woman's game, Mr. Moore compares it with games played by men. 
"Croquet," said Mr. Moore, "is one of the most difficult games at which to excel. It 
requires great skill. It is like a combination of chess and billiards. It is like chess 
because every stroke or move must be made in anticipation of the following strokes 
or moves, and it is like billiards because most strokes or moves are like cannons. 
Croquet is a game in which a player loses touch without constant practice, more so, 
I think, than in tennis, cricket, football and bowls." Mr. Moore said that one reason 
so few men played croquet was because they looked on it as purely a feminine 
game. In some of the other States more men played croquet than in South Australia. 
During the Fitzroy Club tournament, … 12 events will be decided. More than 200 
entries have been received.2 
How times have changed! 
Roger Harris,  
North Adelaide Croquet Club 

 

                                                           
1 ‘Melbourne visitors disappointed that few men were playing!’, Register (Adelaide, SA: 1901 - 1929), Thursday 10 
August 1922, p. 4. 
2 News (Adelaide, SA: 1923 - 1954), Saturday 2 April 1932, p. 2. 



 

 

And NOW back to the serious business. You will see 

below, a list of our Committee members, who often go 

above & beyond the duties of their role, so if you have a 

skill or spare time that might assist them in any way, 

please don’t be afraid to put your hand up.  

Perhaps you are a great baker, kitchenhand, groundsman, 

handyperson, typist, cleaner & organiser of pantries. 

Maybe you would be a whizz behind the bar and are 

willing to undertake the simple Service  of Alcohol 

course, or would you be happy to assist with collecting 

glasses?  Do you have secretarial skills or passion for 

finance? Would you be a great mentor for new players? 

 
Our Secretary, Marianne Maycock, has done an 

exemplary job but for health reasons needs to vacate her 

position (although she is willing to assist her successor) 

so please give her an easy transition by nominating. 

 

 
Committee
President                                     

Vice President                  

Secretary  

Treasurer 

Grounds manager 

AC Captain 

GC Captain 

AC Floor Member 

GC Floor Member 

Minutes Secretary  

Gayle Searle 

Chris Dalzell 

Vacant 

Noel Spooner 

William Pennino 

Roger Harris 

Jim Carter 

Ray Walter 

Karen Tierney 

Vacant 



Dear Readers, as this is my first Newsletter wearing the Editor’s hat, 

please be kind. I’m sure there will be errors but hopefully not any 

too serious and I expect it will get easier to produce something you 

want to read, once I have a regular format. 

 

My last task for this edition is to thank our Sponsors and I 

encourage you to support those who support our club, 

 

Cheers, Ann 

 

 

 

              Thankyou to our Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 

 

 

 

 

           

    94 Main North Rd, Prospect 

   Phone: 08 8344 1046 
 

 

   

   26 O.G Road, Klemzig    SA 

  Phone: (08) 8261 8211                                               


